
HARROGATE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY Competition Rules

General Rules:

IMPORTANT NOTE: IMAGE ENTRIES WHICH DO NOT COMPLY WITH THESE
RULES WILL BE DISQUALIFIED.

These rules are applicable to all Harrogate Photographic Society (HPS) competition
entries.

Only paid up members of HPS may enter HPS competitions

The current reference number on a member’s subscription receipt will be the only
identifier permitted on any competition entry.

Annual Print Competition entries and Annual Projected Digital Image (PDI)
Competition entries must each be accompanied by a correctly completed entry form,
downloadable from the HPS website. 

There are two versions of the entry form: the e-Entry Form which can be completed
on-screen, and a manuscript version, the m-Entry Form. For those unable to use the
e-Entry Form, the m-Entry Form can be downloaded and printed out

There is a non-returnable entry fee of 50 pence per entry. Entries for the Monthly
Print competitions do not require an entry form or fee.

Entries must be in the possession of the relevant Competition Secretary on or before
the announced closing date. Late entries will not be accepted.

No entry, or a substantially similar entry, whether or not from the same original
source, may be entered in more than one competition category. 

Entrants who use their full allocation of entries in any competition category must not
submit additional images of the same or similar style, character or genre into any
other competition category.

No entry, or a substantially similar entry, whether or not from the same original
source, may be entered in both the Print and PDI competitions during the same HPS
Season; the Season runs from the beginning of September in one year to the end of
April the following year.

No entry or a substantially similar entry will be accepted if it has previously won an
award in the Society’s Annual Competitions. An award is a Trophy or Certificate of
Merit.

Trophies and Certificates are awarded at the discretion of the Judge and/or the
Committee.

Trophies are held by the winner until recalled the following year by the Honorary
Secretary.

Unless specifically requested otherwise on the competition entry form, it will be
assumed that all entries shall be available for the Yorkshire Photographic Union (YPU)
Competitions and possible selection by them for the Photographic Alliance of Great
Britain (PAGB) Competitions.

In addition, and unless specifically requested otherwise on the competition entry form,
it will be assumed that digital versions of members’ competition entries shall be
available for retention in the HPS Archive, and for display on the Society website.  



Entrants must own the copyright of the work submitted. All photographs must have
been taken by the entrant. Creative or compound photographs incorporating elements
from several images must ensure that the source material is also the sole work of the
author. Importation of ‘clip art’, commercially available images or similar material, or
wholly computer created images, are forbidden. Prints may be either self or trade
processed.  

Computer manipulation of an original image is permitted in all categories. The images
and their manipulation must be by the entrant alone without assistance from others
and must be based primarily on photographic images captured by camera or other
similar means. Care must be taken to ensure that in the Architecture and Man-made
Objects and Nature categories the subject is not falsified in any way.

Failure to comply with the Competition Rules will result in disqualification, and the
entry fee will be forfeited. Interpretation of these rules is at the discretion of the
relevant Competition Secretary, President and Hon. Secretary.

Note:

If an entrant is in any doubt concerning the correct category in which to submit an
image to an HPS competition, the entrant should first consult the relevant competition
secretary for guidance.

Annual Print Competition Rules:

An `entry` consists of a single print, except in the Open Panel category where
between 3 and 5 prints may be submitted as a single entry. A composite image on a
single print is acceptable as a single entry.

No more than 3 prints may be entered in any one category with a maximum entry of 9
prints per member. This will increase to a maximum of 13 prints if an Open Panel
entry is submitted. Only one entry per member is permitted in the Open Panel
category.

An entry in the Open Panel category must consist of between 3 and 5 prints on a
theme of the author’s choice, and must be accompanied by three copies of a short
written statement (using the pages provided in the entry forms) of no more than 75
words explaining what the panel is intended to convey, plus membership number. This
will be read out as the prints are shown. Insert into the text, at the appropriate
points, in square brackets the number of the image that you want shown at each
point in the sequence. 

There should be no information on the front of an entry, although a title is acceptable.
On the reverse of the print, the title, category code and author’s current HPS
membership reference number must be shown, using the labels provided in the entry
forms. No other information should be shown. Do not write your name. Each label
must be adhered to the top left hand corner as viewed from the rear.

All prints must be mounted. The print shall be no larger than the mount. The mount is
to be 50cm x 40cm, plus or minus 2 mm. The overall thickness of print plus mount
shall be no greater than 4mm. This is the standard size adopted by the YPU and PAGB
for all competition entries; any print intended for subsequent entry into these
competitions must comply with these requirements. 

Prints may be either surface or ‘window’ mounted. Entrants must ensure that neither
print nor mount has any feature – such as an unsuitable mount material, sharp edges
or rough surfaces, extraneous glue, adhesive tape etc. – that is likely to cause
damage to other print entries when placed, for transit, in a stack of mounted prints. 



The minimum size of print for an entry in the annual print competition is 7” x 5”
(178mm  x 107mm ).

All entries must be accompanied by a CD or DVD of images entered. (This allows
simultaneous projection of the entries when the prints are being reviewed by the
judges on competition evenings). These digital files must comply with the
requirements of the Annual Projected Digital Image Specifications. In the Open Panel
category, an additional composite image should be included to show the intended
layout of the individual prints, created and named as specified for Digital Open Panels.
The CD or DVD must show only the author’s name and membership number.

IMPORTANT NOTE (1): The image on the print must match the image submitted as a
digital file on the CD or DVD

IMPORTANT NOTE (2): The image Title in the digital file name must match the image
Title on the Print Label and the image Title shown on the Entry Form

Annual Projected Digital Image Competition (PDI) Rules:

An ‘entry’ is a single image, except in the Open Panel category where between 3  and
5 images may be submitted as a single entry. A composite image within a single
picture is acceptable as a single entry.

No more than 3 images may be entered in any one category. A maximum number of
8 entries per member is permitted. However the number of images entered will
increase to a maximum of 13 images (including the composite arrangement) if an
Open Panel entry is submitted. Only one entry per member is permitted in the Open
Panel category.

Entries should be saved to a folder which is named as follows: Membership
number[single space]Name. 

For example, R234 John Smith. Copy the folder to a cd or dvd and write your
membership number and name on it. This rule also applies to cds accompanying
entries into the print competition.

Technical Specifications:

These specifications ensure that your images are projected at optimum quality, in the
correct category and sequence and must be complied with. 

If you need advice on any of the technical aspects below please ask the Competition
Secretary. A tutorial video is available which explains how to resize images.

Images may be in landscape, portrait or square format, but must be EITHER 1920
pixels wide OR 1200 pixels high AND must not exceed either dimension.

Visualise the image fitting in a box 1920 pixels wide by 1200 pixels high 

For example: 1920 wide by 1000 high is acceptable. 1200 high by 1500 wide is
acceptable. 2200 wide x 1200 high is not acceptable. 1200 wide x 1600 high is not
acceptable. 1400 wide by 1050 high (the old standard) is not acceptable.

Images must be saved as a jpeg, at the highest quality level. Images will be projected
in sRGB colour space and so for optimum fidelity of reproduction it is recommended
that entries are saved as sRGB images.



Digital File naming:

Correct file naming of your digital images is extremely important and the following
convention must be used:

Category code[single space]Title[single space]Membership number.jpg

The Title must be no more than 40 characters long including any punctuation and
spaces, excluding the category code, membership number and .jpeg 

Do not use any dashes or underscores or full stops The membership reference number
should have no space between the letter and number. Category codes are detailed in
the Competition Categories document.

For example:

Member K17 submits an image titled Stonehenge in the Architecture and Man-made
Objects category. The filename will be:

A Stonehenge K17.jpg

Member K52 submits an image titled Mist over Wharfedale in the Landscapes and
‘Scapes category:

L Mist over Wharfedale K52.jpg

IMPORTANT: The image Title in the digital file name must match the image Title
shown on the Entry Form

Digital Open Panels - additional rules

The Open Panel category must consist of between 3 and 5 images on a theme of the
author’s choice, and must be accompanied by 3 copies of a short printed statement of
no more than 75 words explaining what the panel is intended to convey, and the
membership number. This will be read out when the panel images are shown. 

Insert into the text, at the appropriate points, in square brackets the number of the
image that you want shown at each point in the sequence.

In addition to the individual images, which must be sized and saved exactly as for
single image entries, the panel must include a composite image showing the intended
arrangement of the individual images.

Individual images of a panel must be named as follows:

OP[single space]Membership number[single space]Image sequence number[single 
space]Panel Title.jpg

So the first image in the panel called The Race by member K17 would be titled:

OP K17 1 The Race.jpg



To create the composite image, proceed as follows:

a. Create a background 1920 pixels wide by 1200 pixels high. This can be any colour
but black or white is usual.

b. Reduce the sizes of the individual images and copy and paste them as separate
layers into the background organising them as you want the panel to be viewed.

c. Flatten the image and save it as a jpeg as for a single image and name as follows:

OP[single space]Membership Number.jpg

So the panel composite from member K17 is:

OP K17.jpg

Monthly Print Competition Rules

A single print of any subject of the author’s choice.

Only one print per member can be submitted in each monthly round during the HPS
Programme Season. All photographic media and techniques, self or trade processed
prints of any size up to A2 are permitted. 

Prints must be mounted, either window or face, with a maximum mount size of 700 x
540.

The title of the work and the author's membership number should be shown on the
reverse, but not the author's name. 

The results of this competition will be announced at Society meetings when the prints
are displayed. The current President will select one or more entries to progress to the
final. Finalist prints must not be entered into any other Society annual competitions,
but may be submitted into regional and national competitions such as the Yorkshire
Photographic Union (YPU).

NOTE:  Any changes since last season are highlighted in yellow
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